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Internal Assessment Resource

Economics Level 1
EXPIRED
	This resource supports assessment against:

Achievement Standard 90987 version 3
Demonstrate understanding of a government choice where affected groups have different viewpoints

	Resource title: Decisions and Viewpoints

	4 credits

	This resource:

· Clarifies the requirements of the standard

· Supports good assessment practice

· Should be subjected to the school’s usual assessment quality assurance process

· Should be modified to make the context relevant to students in their school environment and ensure that submitted evidence is authentic


	Date version published by Ministry of Education
	February 2015 Version 3

To support internal assessment from 2015

	Quality assurance status
	These materials have been quality assured by NZQA.

NZQA Approved number A-A-02-2015-90987-02-4407

	Authenticity of evidence
	Teachers must manage authenticity for any assessment from a public source, because students may have access to the assessment schedule or student exemplar material.

Using this assessment resource without modification may mean that students’ work is not authentic. The teacher may need to change figures, measurements or data sources or set a different context or topic to be investigated or a different text to read or perform.


Internal Assessment Resource
Achievement Standard Economics 90987: Demonstrate understanding of a government choice where affected groups have different viewpoints

Resource reference: Economics 1.5B v3
Resource title: Decisions and Viewpoints
Credits: 4
Teacher guidelines

The following guidelines are supplied to enable teachers to carry out valid and consistent assessment using this internal assessment resource.

Teachers need to be very familiar with the outcome being assessed by Achievement Standard Economics 90987. The achievement criteria and the explanatory notes contain information, definitions, and requirements that are crucial when interpreting the standard and assessing students against it.

Context/setting

This activity requires students to examine a decision (real or imaginary) that a government needs to make a recommendation describing what they think is the best option. 

The task includes two parts. Students work together to gather relevant information from the affected groups. They will collate their results individually and present it in an appropriate format.
You can identify the key affected groups, but students must collect the viewpoints themselves. 

Students may collate results using statistical methods or as a list of viewpoints. They could present it as a printout from the online bulletin board, as graphs or tables, as a summary of results in written, visual, or electronic form, or through another appropriate presentation method.

This activity is generic, and provides a clearly structured framework that may be adapted to examine any decision made by “government”. This could be central government, local government, or a government representative like a school.  The decision to be examined needs to involve limited means or scarce resources. By considering the different viewpoints of affected groups and making a recommendation, students can meet the requirements of the standard and participate in an authentic decision-making process.

Monitor the method of collection to ensure that the responses come back in a reasonable time. This could mean organising the affected groups beforehand so that they are prepared for the survey.

Students could present their findings in different ways. For example, students could:

· present their recommendation with arguments for and against, face-to-face with a small group of students. This could be video recorded
· design a website where they present what they think and why

· make a documentary that weighs the viewpoints and comes to a conclusion

· engage in a role-play where groups of students can represent the viewpoints of different affected groups, discuss the cost and benefits, and make a decision.

To enable students to achieve the standard, you may need to provide some pre-teaching about values and value positions, understand what a compromise involves, and how to justify a decision when there are conflicting viewpoints.

Conditions

Decide how long your students will need to complete the activity and what processes they will follow. Ensure that these are clearly outlined in the student instructions. For the group task, the student groups will need preparation time to identify affected groups and write questions to gather the viewpoints.

Students need to collate the information according to the views of the different affected groups. You could do this, or get each group of students to collate a different affected group. Ensure that people who are surveyed twice have their viewpoint counted only once.

The students will work in groups to gather their information but will be assessed individually. They will work independently to collate and present their findings.
Resource requirements

Students will need access to computers, if computer based collection or collation tools are to be used.

Additional information

None.

Internal Assessment Resource
Achievement Standard Economics 90987: Demonstrate understanding of a government choice where affected groups have different viewpoints

Resource reference: Economics 1.5B v3
Resource title: Decisions and Viewpoints
Credits: 4

	Achievement
	Achievement with Merit
	Achievement with Excellence

	Demonstrate understanding of a government choice where affected groups have different viewpoints.
	Demonstrate in-depth understanding of a government choice where affected groups have different viewpoints.
	Demonstrate comprehensive understanding of a government choice where affected groups have different viewpoints.


Student instructions 

Introduction

This assessment activity requires you to demonstrate your understanding of a government economic choice where affected groups have different viewpoints. 

Governments have to make decisions in which economics plays an important role, about a range of issues. The issue you are going to consider is:

Teacher note: Choose and insert an issue about which “a government” needs to make a decision here.  For example: 

Should central government stop schools from selling unhealthy food like pies? 

Should the New Zealand Transport Agency install speed cameras around all schools? 

Should the local council install traffic lights with red light cameras at all major intersections near schools?

Should schools give fresh fruit freely to all students enrolled?

You will collect relevant information from the affected groups, collate your results and present them as a summary in a written, visual, or electronic form that you have confirmed with your teacher.

Teacher note: Students could collate results using statistical methods or as a list of viewpoints. It could be presented in a number of ways, e.g. an oral presentation, a website, a documentary, or a role-played discussion. Choose a format(s) that suits your context.

Your teacher will tell you how long you have to complete the task and what processes you need to follow.

Teacher note: Provide a timeframe and set out processes that are clear and appropriate to your students.

You will be assessed on your individual contribution to gathering relevant information and on how well you understand the government choice, as demonstrated in your presentation.

Task

Gather information

Work in a group to complete this work. See Student Resource A for guidance.

Identify the limited means and/or scarce resources in this situation.

Describe the economic decision the government must make, and explain how the economic decision is affected by limited means and/or scarce resources.
Teacher note: If possible, video or record a government representative, or someone else who can explain the government’s goals and priorities. The representative can discuss whether any options put forward meet them. 

Collect information about the viewpoints of the groups affected by the decision. 

Teacher note: Add key groups and/or add or adapt existing questions to ensure students gather all the information they need, within your context. Discuss with students the main factors involved in making the decision (e.g. the number of people benefiting, how well it fits into the government’s goals). 

Process and collate the information

Work by yourself to complete this work. Refer to the information your group collected.

Identify two or more options that groups with different viewpoints have put forward and the compromises that they are prepared to make.
Identify the main factors you will consider when evaluating each option, and consider the weightings for these factors.
Identify and explain the compromises made by affected individuals and/or groups, and the major costs and benefits (positive and negative) of all your options, by considering the factors and how each group feels about them.

Rank the options based on their costs and benefits.

Recommend a decision to the Board, and justify your recommendation by explaining the weightings you gave to the different costs and benefits. Refer to the idea that some costs and benefits are more significant than others.

Submit your collated results in the form you have agreed with your teacher. 

Student Resource A: Further guidance

Gathering information

For each person or group you collect information about, identify:

· what they believe 

· why they have this viewpoint

· how they could be affected by this decision and other decisions

· what options they are proposing

· what compromises they are willing to make.

Methods of collecting information 

Methods of collecting information from affected groups could include:

· a bulletin board on the school intranet or a social networking site on the Internet, publicised in school notices so any who feel affected (students, staff and/or parents) can participate

· a text survey where students can vote by sending a text to either of 2 numbers, representative of the two differing viewpoints

· a postal or phone survey

· individual surveys conducted by the students.

Teacher note: After the initial information has been gathered, consider making a video recording of a government representative (or someone else) who will explain the government’s goals. The representative can discuss whether any options put forward meet those goals. 

Assessment schedule: Economics 90987 Generic Activity

	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Merit
	Evidence/Judgements for Achievement with Excellence

	The student demonstrates understanding of a government choice where affected groups have different viewpoints. 

The student gathers information relating to a government decision, about which there is a range of viewpoints. 

The student contributes actively to identifying the limited means and/or scarce resources, describing the choice that the government must make, and collecting information from groups with at least 2 differing viewpoints.
The student identifies factors to consider when evaluating options.
The student identifies at least 2 options from the collected viewpoints for a decision that could be made.

The student identifies costs and benefits for at least 2 options, giving evidence for each cost and benefit.
The student presents a recommendation based on their costs and benefits.

For example, a student analysing costs and benefits for an option of continuing to sell pies in the school canteen might say:

Benefits of selling pies

Pies are popular and bring in more sales, so it will help the school funds.

Making pies available allows students to make choices and be in control of what they eat.

Costs of selling pies

The school is running health programs and selling pies at school cuts across the message of having a healthy diet.

Obesity is a serious issue in NZ, and the school should be trying to do something about it by selling healthy food.

Recommendation
The school should offer a range of food, because students should be allowed to self manage and education about making healthy food choices will be the better long-term answer for obesity. 


	The student demonstrates in-depth understanding of a government choice where affected groups have different viewpoints. 

The student gathers information relating to a government decision, about which there is a range of viewpoints. 

The student contributes actively to identifying the limited means and/or scarce resources, explaining in detail how this affects the choice that the government must make, and collecting information from groups with at least 2 differing viewpoints.
The student identifies factors to consider when evaluating options.
The student identifies at least 2 options and at least 1 compromise from the collected viewpoints, for a decision that could be made.

The student identifies costs and benefits for at least 2 options and any feasible compromise option(s), giving evidence for each cost and benefit in sufficient depth to allow ranking of the options to be considered.
The student ranks the options in a way that is consistent with their cost-benefit analysis.

The student presents a recommendation based on their ranking and justifies it, by referring to the cost-benefit analysis.

For example: a student analysing costs and benefits for an option of continuing to sell pies in the school canteen might say:

Benefits of selling pies

Selling pies means more sales. The goal of the canteen is to maximise profits to generate money for the school. Selling pies will do this.

Selling pies allows students to make choices. The school has identified that they want students to manage themselves, and this includes diet. No choice is not managing yourself.

Costs of selling pies

Undermines school’s health programs. Health teachers are trying to promote healthy eating and if pies are sold then it will say that unhealthy eating is fine.

Obesity is a serious issue in NZ. This has been identified as a serious issue linked to diabetes and increased health costs. People do not make good decisions for themselves at this age so the decision should be taken away from them.

Compromise of offering a range of food: Benefits

This will allow health teachers to teach students how to make good decisions on food and put them into practice. It will also allow classes to develop social actions to help with this (e.g. offering healthy food loyalty schemes) this will meet the school’s goal of students managing themselves.

This will still allow the school to maximise sales and make revenue.

Compromise of offering a range of food: Costs

Obesity is a serious issue in NZ. This has been identified as being linked to diabetes and increased health costs. People do not make good decisions for themselves at this age so a range of food still won’t stop some purchasing too many pies.

Ranking and recommendation 

The school should offer a range of food including healthy options. This is the best decision, as although the health of students is very important, it is outweighed by students’ rights to make choices and the real opportunity that this provides to implement sensible choices in relation to food. The canteen identified that most of their profits come from pies and to remove these totally could mean the canteen is no longer viable.
	The student demonstrates comprehensive understanding of a government choice where affected groups have different viewpoints. 

The student gathers information relating to a government decision, about which there is a range of viewpoints. 

The student contributes actively to identifying the limited means and/or scarce resources, explaining in detail how this affects the choice that the government must make, and collecting information from groups with at least 2 differing viewpoints.
The student identifies factors to consider when evaluating options.
The student identifies at least 2 options and at least 1 compromise from the collected viewpoints, for a decision that could be made.

The student identifies costs and benefits for at least 2 options and any feasible compromise option(s), giving evidence for each cost and benefit in sufficient depth to allow ranking of the options to be considered.
The student ranks the options in a way that is consistent with their cost-benefit analysis and weightings.

The student presents a recommendation based on their ranking and justifies it, by referring to the cost-benefit analysis and explaining the weightings given to the various factors.

For example; a student analysing costs and benefits for an option of continuing to sell pies in the school canteen might say:

Benefits of selling pies

Selling pies means more sales. The goal of the canteen is to maximise profits to generate money for the school. Selling pies will do this.

Selling pies allows students to make choices. The school has identified that they want students to manage themselves, and this includes diet. No choice is not managing yourself.

Costs of selling pies

Undermines school’s health programs. Health teachers are trying to promote healthy eating and if pies are sold then it will say that unhealthy eating is fine.

Obesity is a serious issue in NZ. This has been identified as a serious issue linked to diabetes and increased health costs. People do not make good decisions for themselves at this age so the decision should be taken away from them.

Compromise of offering a range of food: Benefits

This will allow health teachers to teach students how to make good decisions on food and put them into practice. It will also allow classes to develop social actions to help with this (e.g. offering healthy food loyalty schemes) this will meet the school’s goal of students managing themselves.

This will still allow the school to maximise sales and make revenue.

Compromise of offering a range of food: Costs

Obesity is a serious issue in NZ. This has been identified as being linked to diabetes and increased health costs. People do not make good decisions for themselves at this age so a range of food still won’t stop some purchasing too many pies.

Ranking and recommendation 

The school should offer a range of food including healthy options. This is the best option as canteen revenue is an important factor as it provides employment and shouldn’t run at a loss. This option still allows the canteen to generate reasonable income though it may be affected by class social actions.

This option is the best at supporting education health programmes, deemed the most important factor with the highest weighting. The school’s focus is on developing people who can make good decisions for themselves. This means that students will be able to apply their lessons to real situations (while still being monitored, so if bad decisions are still made then school could implement other policies).

The health of student choices is ranked second highest, but the school cannot make this a primary goal over education. A range of food does not guarantee healthy students, but if it is linked into social actions then it may have a positive outcome.

Overall the benefits of this compromise outweigh the negatives.


Final grades will be decided using professional judgement based on a holistic examination of the evidence provided against the criteria in the Achievement Standard.
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